Margaret Ann (Claflin) (Miles) O’Halloran

Born 2 February 1827 in Troy, Bradford County, Pennsylvania.

Died 11 May 1904 onboard the SS Cedric, bound from Liverpool to New York.>
Buried in Green-Wood Cemetery, Brooklyn, New York.?

Margaret, or Maggie, as she was called by the family, was the eldest and least
unconventional of all of Buck and Anna’s daughters. She was regarded as the plainest of
the of their five daughters and could be described as the most level-headed. She rarely
made public waves, and when she did it was with provocation and usually involved her
sisters or daughters. She held no illusions about her sisters and would bluntly and
shrewdly comment when the situation warranted.

Mrs. Miles said that herself and all her sisters were doctors, but stated that she
would not have her mother die in the house for $50,000; that if she did get sick
there she intended to send her to either the house of Mrs. Brooker or Mrs. Sparr,
as in that event they could not charge her with poisoning the old lady.*

“There is no language that can describe the rascality of Victoria Martin. She lived
with me for awhile at 142 West Seventieth Street several years ago, and tried to
clear me out, just as she has now cleared out my daughter. Neither she nor her
daughter has a friend in the family, while my other sister, Lady Cook, formerly
Tennie Claflin, is honored and loved for her charitable work in London and
Portugal.”®

Maggie went into the Claflin family business to support her family after her
husband went blind in 1863. She practiced first in Cincinnati, then for a time with
Canning Woodhull in Chicago and New York until his death in 1872. After Woodhull’s
death, she advertised her daughter Ella Celeste as “A Wonderful Child,” much as
Maggie’s sister Tennessee had been advertised by their father.®

Maggie’s first husband, Enos Miles, was the son of an enterprising and well-to-do
pioneer founder of Chesterville, Ohio.” The couple married in Newark, Ohio, on the 4™ of
July 1844.8 Miles had a number of occupations in their Mt. Gilead home. He sold patent
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medicine as a ‘druggist,’® ran a hotel, was a grocer,'° and was, for a time, a school
teacher.* He was also a forty-niner, going to California in 18482 and again in 1852.2

In his capacity as a druggist that Miles brought a young Canning Woodhull into
the practice as a doctor. Woodhull, of course, had no medical degree or training; he was
as much into the laying on of the hands as any of the Claflin “physicians.” However, it
was Miles’ decision to do this that led to the introduction of Woodhull to the 15-year-old
Victoria Claflin and their elopement shortly after.

While Victoria Woodhull’s biographers occasionally paint stories of Maggie
being unfaithful to her husband or other marital discord, there is no evidence of this.
Rather the opposite, the couple were the longest married of all the Claflin daughters (only
son Hebern remained married longer). Their divorce occurred in Chicago on 24 June
1867, right before Margaret joined her sisters in New York to work in their Magnetic
Healing Institute. Though the divorce cited ‘extreme cruelty,’ it goes without saying that
the reasons on a divorce filing at the time bore little truth as to the real reason. People,
especially women, used what excuses would secure a divorce.

Miles went blind in 1863,%° and for a time, the Claflins, particularly Tennessee,
did support him and assist him — even moving their infirmary to his hotel when he
became the proprietor of the Fox River House in Ottawa, Illinois.!® Despite his efforts
advertising catering, rooms, fine dining and the like, his business was most likely
compromised by his blindness and the presence of Tennessee as the “wonderful healer”
and Buck as the cancer specialist.

After the divorce, Miles returned to Ohio and set up a business in Mansfield,
Ohio, as a book agent. Well regarded in the community; he died 28 April 1887.17 The
couple’s eldest son, John Euclid, usually known as J. Euclid, had quickly realized his
fortunes were not with his Claflin kin in New York. He joined his father in Mansfield. J.
Euclid wended his way westward from there, first as a train engineer then establishing a
successful real estate business in Pueblo, Colorado. From there he moved to Santa
Monica, California, where he became a well-known and prosperous citizen.
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Maggie, meanwhile, continued her practice on her own in New York where she
made the occasional angry splash when one of her daughters was in trouble.'® Usually, it
was Ella Celeste, her second youngest, who was the trouble maker. In 1879 Ella married
Francis W. Elkington, purported to be a Captain of Her Majesty’s Foot, but who actually
was a two-time bigamist in England and forger and embezzler in the United States.
Maggie chased Elkington through the courts of New York and, when satisfied that he was
safely in jail, secured a divorce and married Ella off to Dr. Charles Stuart Welles, a
respectable medical doctor of a good family.!®

Both of Maggie’s daughters were close to their cousin Zula Maud Woodhull. In
1892, the family entered into an agreement whereby Ella would run a salon for
intellectual discussion, similar to what Victoria had done in the early 1870s, and Dr.
Welles would manage the American affairs of Woodhull’s newest publication, The
Humanitarian.?® The agreement did not last long. Zula broke a long-standing promise to
her mother that she would never marry and became engaged.?! Her enraged mother soon
arrived in New York to put a stop to things. In her fit of anger, she tried to evict the
Welles family from the home she had set up for them. She burned the furnishings — and
the women'’s clothing and children’s toys — because they were (depending on the source)
“cursed” or “not up to standard.” Lawsuits ensued, and Victoria was arrested. She posted
bail of $1000 in cash, had her court appearance and sailed for England immediately after.
She never returned to the United States.??

Maggie remained close to Tennie, who had married Sir Francis Cook. Tennie took
Maggie’s children under her wing. Ella and her husband went to live in England, and
Tennie also saw to the education of Ella’s children and introduced them to society. Ella’s
daughter, Utica Caroline Celestia, married the man who would become the famous
conductor, Sir Thomas Beecham. He also happened to hail from a fabulously wealthy
family, but the marriage, though lasting for years, was never a happy one. Maggie’s
daughter, Carrie Zula, married in the States, and while Tennie disapproved of her choice
of a husband, Carrie remained by Tennie’s side she died.

Maggie remarried William D. O’Halloran in 1889. Their home at 127 West 121°
Street in what was then fashionable Harlem was owned by Lady Cook. Their lives were
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uneventful and quiet. It was on the return trip from one of her frequent visits to England
that Maggie died on 11 May 1904, on board the SS Cedric as it neared its harbor in New
York. She as buried in Green-lawn Cemetery with her son Canning D. Miles, her sister
Utica V. (Claflin) Brooker, and Victoria’s first husband Dr. Canning Woodhull.
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